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Introduction 

Human rights situation in Bangladesh has been worsening day by day and this is very alarming as to a 

significant stage the rights are being violated by the state itself. From bureaucracy to professionals, public 

procurement to conducting of public examination, politicization and criminalization are going rampantly 

everywhere. Various institutions are objected to malfunctioning at political will causing further 

deterioration of institutionalization contrary to the good governance and a healthy culture. Lax law 

enforcement panics people.  

 

Table:1
1
 

Increasing trend of human right violation: statistics of last six months (January-June 2011) 

Type of Human 

Rights violation 

 

January  February March  April May June Total 

Extra 

Judicial 

killing 

Crossfire 7 15 5 3 2 5 37 

Tortured 

to death 

0 1 3 2 4 0 10 

Beaten to 

death  

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Shot  0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Total  7 17 8 5 7 5 39 

Attack on 

Journalists  

Injured  8 8 4 9 6 36 71 

Threatened 4 6 10 0 14 0 34 

assaulted 4 1 5 3 1 5 19 

Political 

violence 

Killed 14 10 6 8 14 13 65 

Injured  664 1015 848 1229 630 1127 5513 
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Table 2
2
 

 

Comparison between the year 2010 and 2009 
 
 

Type of violence 
 

2010 2009 

Extra-judicial killing 127  

 
 154 

Death in Custody  109  123 

Disappearance  

 
16  2 

Hindrance in Media  

 
263  266 

Killed by BSF  

 
74  98 

Political Violence:Killed  220  

 

 

251 

Acid violence  

  
137  101 

Dowry violence against women  

 
378  319 

Rape  556  

 
456 

Public Lynching 1 

  
74  127 

Died : Readymade Garments Worker  

  
7  7 

 

                                                                                   

Concern of the Human Rights Organizations 

Many national and international Human Rights Organizations showed their concerns as to the recent 

human rights status in Bangladesh such as:  

 

1. Amnesty International released a public statement headed by “BANGLADESH: 

POLITICALLY MOTIVATED ARBITRARY ARRESTS HAMPER IMPARTIAL 

INVESTIGATION OF CAMPUS VIOLENCE.” 

                                                           
2
 Odhikar and daily news papers of Bangladesh 



The said statement contains that, “The government of Bangladesh must refrain from arbitrary 

mass arrests, which appear to have been directed only at the opposition student activists. 

Criminal investigations must be impartial, regardless of the suspect’s political affiliation or party 

membership..................................”
3
 

2. In another report published on their website, Amnesty International claimed that, Bangladeshi 

security forces used excessive force during raid.
4
 In this report, Amnesty accused specially the 

Bangladesh Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) for their violent attack. 

3. Human Rights Watch also expresses anxiety about ongoing human rights condition of 

Bangladesh. It stated, “Bangladesh authorities violated both freedom of expression and due 

process of law”. The organization called upon the government of Bangladesh to ensure impartial 

investigation to be conducted into allegation.
5
 

 

Here goes the introductory statement of the state department of USA which depicts the real 

picture of the human rights condition in Bangladesh …. 

“Security forces committed extrajudicial killings and were responsible for custodial deaths, torture, and arbitrary 

arrest and detention. The failure to investigate fully extrajudicial killings by security forces, including several deaths 

in custody of alleged criminals detained by the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), remained a matter of serious concern. 

Some members of the security forces acted with impunity. Prison conditions at times were life-threatening, lengthy 

pretrial detention continued to be a problem, and authorities infringed on citizens' privacy rights. An increasingly 

politicized judiciary exacerbated problems in an already overwhelmed judicial system and constrained access to 

justice for members of opposition parties. The government limited freedom of speech and of the press, self-

censorship continued, and security forces harassed journalists. The government curbed freedom of assembly, and 

politically motivated violence remained a problem. Official corruption and related impunity continued. 

Discrimination against women, and violence against women and children remained serious problems, as did 

discrimination against persons with disabilities and against persons based on their sexual orientation. Trafficking in 

persons remained a serious problem. Violence against religious and ethnic minorities still occurred, although many 

government and civil society leaders stated that these acts often had political or economic motivations and could not 

be attributed only to religious belief or affiliation. Limits on worker rights and child labor remained problems”
6
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6
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Killing 

 

 Two students of Islami University were “taken away” from a bus bound to Islami 

University from Dhaka by some personnel claimed to be RAB officials while all law 

enforcing agencies denied. The driver, conductor of that bus acknowledged that those 

who kidnapped them are apparently law enforcers.7  

 In February alone 13 people were killed in “Crossfire”, 9 people were killed in political 

violence, 727 people were injured, 2 Journalists were killed, 2 people were killed by 

Indian border forces (BSF), 4 people were being abducted, 6 were killed in mob assault, 

42 women were raped, 4 were killed after rape. In the monthly report of Human Rights 

organization Odhikar unearthed these statistics which shows the level of law and order 

situation in Bangladesh.8 

 In the old city, the Jagannath University Branch of BCL and businessmen were entagled 

in a fierce fighting. One passers by was dead. 2 businessmen and few BCL cadres were 

injured.9  

  
 A student cadre of BCL the student wing of Awami League has died in an in-flight within 

the group which is black listed by the US department of state as a terrorist organization. 

He was a student of RUET. RUET authority has closed down the university for 13 days.10 

 A Jubodal ( a branch of BNP) activist died in an attack by BCL in Kapashia of Gazipur 

District. 16 Jubodal activists were injured as well. The attack came as a response of the 

preparatory meeting of 12th March’s grand rally by the opposition. However none was 

arrested in this incidence.11  

                                                           
7
  Daily Amardesh 22.03.2012  

8
  Daily Amardesh 02.03.2012 

9
 Daily Prothom Alo 22.03.12 

10
 Daily Amardesh 02.03.2012 

11
 Daily Prothom Alo 08.03.12 



  

 In Banshkahli of Chittagong, a BNP activist named Abdul Malek was being chopped to 

death. Police said, he was killed in a feud over land related disputes. The miscreants also 

injured Uncle of Abdul Malek, Mohammad Faruk by chopping.12  

 There have been several killing incident happened within very short period of time. In 

Moylakanda Union of Gouripur Upazila of Maymansingh district, A Sramik Dal (a branch 

of BNP) activist named Liton Mia was killed by terrorists. In Kurigram Police has found 

the Body of a college girl Named Rima. In Nawapara of Jessore district, an anonymous 

woman was being brutally killed. A college student’s body was found in a home side 

garden in Khalishkhali of Satkhira district. His name is Bappy De. A corpse without head 

was found in Sonagazi of Feni.13 

 International Human Rights organization Asian Human Rights Commission said that 

president’s set freeing of the Killer Biplob is weakening the fundamentals of the country 

itself. The report said that the condemned person is a party figure and who controls 

some financial dealings of Awami League.14  

 An Imam of a Msjid who is also the president of 95th Dhaka City Ward of BNP. He was 

taken to perform a religious ritual prayer and then killed by shot.15  

 The second secretary of the embassy of Saudi Arabia in Bangladesh was shot to death. 

He was found shot in the diplomatic zone in Gulshan. He was in a usual walk in outside 

of home and was killed within only 100 yards of his residence. The miscreants left his 

body and flew by a car. The diplomats are panic stricken by this incidence.16 

 
 In Sharankhola of Sundarban and in Mohammadpur of Dhaka 6 people were killed in 

“crossfire” by RAB. RAB claimed that these people were killed in gunfight.17  
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 A local leader of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) was killed in an attack by miscreants at 
Kalibari road in Dhaka. The deceased was Rafsan Ahmed Jitu, convener of Barisal 
Government College unit of the pro-BNP organization. He was coming to the college, 
located near his residence, from his house at about 7:00pm when four or five people 
coming in a microbus hit him with sharp weapons from behind, leaving him injured.18 

 A Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) activist was hacked to death in Shahjalal Upashahar 
area of Sylhet. The deceased was identified as Mahmud Hossain Shaokat, 28, son of 
Tojommul Hossain of Badam Bagicha area in the city.19 

 A youth, who was critically injured by BSF died at a clinic in Rangpur district. Rumi 
Begum, wife of Golap Hossain, 26, told that her husband was attacked by BSF of 
Bhimpur camp in India while returning home with other cattle traders. 20 
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Torture Vandalizing and vandalizing 
 

 Three Bangladeshi cattle traders were tortured by Indian Border Security Force (BSF) 

personnel in Bhimpur border of Birampur upazila. Of the three, Abdul Jalil, 40, from 

Monipur village was detained by the BSF while the other two managed to escape, 

sources at Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) said.21 

 At least 40 people were injured in a clash between two rival groups of Awami League at 

Chadpur village in Kuamrkhali upazila over election of a local school managing 

committee. Ferdous Ahmed, officer in-charge of Kuamrkhali police station, said two 

panels --one led by Abdur Rahim Mollah and another by Sohrab Hossain contested in 

the election of Chadpur High School governing body held.22 

 Members of Indian Border Security Force (BSF) picked up a young man from Jhalongi 
frontier in the district. Nayak Subedar Abdul  Khaleque quoting locals said that the BSF 
men at Duyadabri camp in Cooch Behar district abducted 32-year-old Jahangir Hossain 
around 7:30am when he went to work at his paddy field. Quoting BSF at Duyadabri 
camp he said, they picked up Jahangir when he entered Indian Territory to receive 
cattle.23 

 BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia has again proved herself an agent of Pakistan by taking 5 

crore rupees for elections from Pakistan's Inter Services Intelligence (ISI), said Mahbubul 

Alam Hanif, joint general secretary of the Awami League.24 

 2 Juboleague leaders have been arrested after they attacked a RAB vehicle at 

Gobindaur, Gaibandha. The arrested are Upazilla Juboleague leaders Abu Sufian and 

Belal Hossain. RAB has filed a case against the Juboleague activists who had made the 

attack.25 

 An Awami League leader has been accused of beating up an Engineer at Keshobpur, 

jessore. The engineer was accused of improperly constructing a bridge when the local 

people protested. Later the engineer Abdullah Al Mamun was beaten.26  

 3 students have been severely injured at the University of Rajshahi after a dispute with 

local people. The students, severely injured after the clash were admitted to Rajshahi 

Medical College.27 

 Journalists have decided to hold a 1 hour strike in protest of the brutal murders of 

journalist duo Sagar and Runi. All the journalist organizations including BFUJ, DUJ, 
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National Press Club, Dhaka Reporter’s Unity- all participated in the initiative. The 

journalist leaders confirmed a unanimous participation of all electronic and print media 

in the strike.28 

 A councilor has been shot at at Tongi. The ward councilor Abu Bakr Siddique was at his 

office when 2-3 unidentified terrorists entered and shot at him. His supporters created 

chaos all over the Tongi Highway by vandalizing cars. Later Police arrived at the scene 

and got the situation under control.29 

 A BNP leader has been injured after an attack was made on him by terrorists. The 

leader, Mujibur Rahman, leader of Balaganj thana BNP, Sylhet was injured severely and 

admitted to hospital.30 

 At least 75 people have been injured as fractions of Awami League clashed all over the 

country. At Gouranadi, Barisal, the supporters of local Union Parishan Chairman and 

Upazilla Chairman clashed, leaving 15 injured. Elsewhere, clashes took place at 

Lalmohon, Vol and Nabiganj, Habiganj.31   

 Md. Sirajul Islam, a BNP activist, was injured when he was attacked by local Awami 

League leaders at Dohar, Savar. The attack was led by Md. Shamim and other Awami 

League cadres.32 

 An attack has been made on the mayor of Patuakhali city and SWACHIP leader Dr. 

Shafiqul Islam. The attack was made by Adv. Majharul Islam Rinku and others in demand 

of extortion money. 33 

 At least 140 BNP activists were injured at Keraniganj as they were attacked by Awami 

League activists. The attack was made on people coming to Dhaka to attend BNP’s mass 

gathering on 12th of March. At least 15 of the injured are in critical condition. Awami 

League goons also attacked and vandalized many BNP offices in the area.34  

 A fierce conflict has erupted between fractions of Juboleague at Jessore. Local terrorists 

and Juboleague leades Shipon and Shafi were both drunk when their supporters 

engaged in a fight using arms and bombs. The conflict has created panic among the 

inhabitants of Jessore.35 
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 Police and activists of Chhatraleague and Juboleague have attacked a procession 

organized by BNP at Zianagar, Pirozpur. The procession was brought out in support of 

the 12th March gathering of BNP at Dhaka. 20 people were injured during the attack.36 

 Police and BNP activists have clashed at Tetuljhora Union, Savar. The clash broke out 

after police attempted to stall a procession brought out by BNP activists following a 

meeting. 10 people have been injured and 10 others arrested after the incident.37 

 Chhatraleague cadres have attacked and vandalized a petrol pump at Meherpur city. 

Chhatraleague leaders Polen, Zahid and his father Moni with several others attacked 

Zoha filling station and looted 2.5 lac taka from the premises.38 

 Juboleague activists have attacked and vandalized a shopping complex at Khulna. Led by 

Juboleague leader Saidur Rahman Said, the attack took place after the leader got 

himself involved in a dispute with the authority of the complex. Elsewhere at Kapasia, 

Jubodal activist Saiful Islam has died at the hands of Chhatraleague after being severely 

injured. He was attacked by Chhatarleague cadres after returning from a meeting 

organized by local BNP.39 

 BSF have blocked the 24 hour open Tinbigha corridor atLalmonirhat. BSF personnel 

regularly harasses the local people passing through the corridor and occasionally blocks 

people from carrying goods across the corridor. BGB has formally protested Elsewhere, 

BGB has abducted Zahangir Alam, a Bangladeshi, near the Zalangi border at 

Lalmonirhat.40 

 2 Bangladeshis have been shot at near the border of Satkhira by BSF. Abdul Kuddus and 

Shariful Islam were injured during the shooting. BSF later took the Bangladeshis into 

India. BGB mounted a formal protest against the incident.41 

 Chhatraleague activists have attacked and vandalized a small shop at Baliakandi, Rajbari. 

The shop of Abdur Rahim, a small businessman, was vandalized by UP Chhatraleague 

secretary Ripon Bishwash after the businessman refused to give him free cigarettes. 42 

 BSF has abducted 3 Bangladeshis at the Chapainababganj border. BSF has confirmed 

that the abductees are inhabitants of Batlungi village near the border.43 

 A teenager has been tortured by a local Juboleague leader at Nazirpur, Pirojpur. The 

Juboleague leader,Nazmul Huda Shapon and his men pickedup the victim, Saidul, from 
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his home and tortured him at a local club. Later the local people rescued him 

unconscious and took him to the hospital.44   

 Chhatraleague and Police have attacked and injured hundreds of people who were 

coming into Dhaka to attend the BNP organized mass meeting on the 12th of March. 

Chhatraleague cadres were seen with arms, knives and swords in broad daylight as they 

beat up several BNP activists all around the main points of Dhaka city. All the entry 

points of Dhaka were closed off as Police and Chhatraleague cadres guarded these spots 

with arms in hand. No public transport was permitted to get on the streets. General 

people, terrified by these acts of terrorism in the streets, remained at home while the 

market places remained closed. 45 

 BSF and local aborigines Khasia’s have attacked and injured 10 Bangladeshi boys as they 

tried to play football near the Sylhet, Jaintapur border. The boys were 150 gauge inside 

the border but still BSF attacked them twice before being chased away by local people.46 

 Chhatraleague activists have beaten up Primary Education Officer at Chunarghat, 

Habiganj. The attack took place at the office of local UP Chairman, Mazharul Huda.47 

 A Juboleague activist has raped the wife of his friend at Noakhali. The accused, Sumon 

raped his friends wife but ran away after the victim started to scream. Police are 

searching for him.48  

 A farmer has been shunned away from his land by BSF near the border Padua, 

Goainghat, Sylhet. BSF forces entered 1000 gauges inside the border of Bangladesh and 

forced farmer Sadek Mia to evacuate from his land. The farmer protested the incident 

but to no effect. 49 

 Chhatraleague  and Chhatradal activists have clashed at Begumganj, Noakhali. The clash 

took place at Sultan Hanif Bhuiyan College when Chhatradal activists started to chant 

slogans. Chhatraleague attacked them and clashes broke out.50 

 A Chhatradal leader has been attacked and injured by Chhatarleague activists at the 

University of Rajshahi. Chhatradal leader Alin was attacked by 10-12 Chhatraleague 

activists on campus. He was attacked previously by the same fraction of 

Chhatraleague.51 

 President of Morolganj upazilla Awami Olama League Maulana Fakhrul Islam has been 

accused of attempted rape. The allegation was brought forward by teacher of the 
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Madrasha that the accused is also Superintendant of. The female teacher alleged that 

Fakhrul tried to rape her and is now threatening her and her children.52  

 A Chhatraleague leader has attacked and injured the family of a girl at Charghat, 

Rajshahi. Poura Chhatraleague President, Enamul had earlier stalked a girl. The brother 

of the girl later confronted Enamul and a fight broke out between them and their 

supporters. 5 people have been injured during the incident.53 

 BSF have attacked and shot down 4 Bangladeshis at Boikari border, Satkhira. They were 

returning from India when the BSF jawans open fired on them.54  

 Chhatradal, Chhatraleague and Police have clashed at Begum Rokeya University, 

Rangpur. The clash began as Chhatraleague activists began activity at the campus and 

Chhatraleague activists attacked them. Later Police attacked the Chhatradal activists, 

leaving 20 injured and 1 arrested.55  

 At least ten people, including a policeman were injured during a clash between the 

activists of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) at 

Begum Rokeya University.56 

 A group of Bangladesh Chhatra League activists at Dhaka University assaulted a student 
before Teachers Students Centre (TSC) as he protested smoking inside bus. The victim, 
Mustafizur Rahman Ovi, a third year student of marketing department, suffered injuries 
in the head and other parts of the body.57 

 An employee of transport section of Khulna University of Engineering and Technology 
(KUET) was seriously injured in an attack by two BCL-backed outsiders.The injured, now 
under treatment at the KMCH, was identified as Imran Hossain, 25, helper of a KUET 
bus.58 
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Intervening in Legal Procedure and Manipulation of Administrative Power 

 

 

 Two lawyers filed separate general diaries with two of the city's police stations against 

BNP acting secretary general Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir and Dhaka unit convener 

Sadeque Hossain Khoka for “threatening to create anarchy” on March 12.59 

 Chairman of Baraigram Upazilla and President of Bonogram Poura BNP, Snaullah miah 

was murdered in front of hundreds of people by Awami League activists. But all 27 

accused in the case filed against his murder, are now free and threatening his family. 

The allegations were made by his wife to the reporters.60 

 The killers of the student Abu Bakr at the University of Dhaka are still at large at the 

campus as police have yet to take any steps even after 2 years of his murder. His family, 

a poor family living in the villages, does not have the financial capacity to fight the cases. 

Abu Bakar was killed during a fierce fight between fractions of Chhatraleague at the 

Mahsin Hall of Dhaka University.61  

 Police have arrested the owner of a press and confiscated 50,000 posters which were 

published for the 12th March mass gathering of BNP. The press owner later alleged that 

there was no order against publishing BNP posters. Elsewhere, police have continued 

their search and arrest for BNP leaders all over the country. BNP leaders cannot stay at 

their house as the police are conducting raids on a regular basis. The interior minister 

Sahara Khatun and minister Shahjahan Khan are personally overlooking the process of 

stopping all public transport from functioning on the day of the gathering.62 

 Police are attacking and stopping all forms of gathering organized by BNP all over the 

country. At Modhupur, Tangail, Police attacked and vandalized the stage constructed to 

hold a meeting. Awami League cadres also chipped in by attacking the activists of BNP.63 

 President of Jatiyotabadi Somajtantrik Dal ( JASOD) and MP Hasanaul Haque Inu has said 

that the people are dismayed by the speeches and attitudes of the ministers and MP’s 

of the current govt. He also said that the people despise Chhatraleague for its aggressive 

and rough attitude. He called upon the Prime Minister to solve the Caretaker Govt. issue 
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long before the election comes up. He made these statements at his speech at the 

Parliament. 64 

 Police have arrested many BNP leaders and raided the homes of many other as the BNP 

called mass gathering of 12th of March is approaching. At Uttara, police raided the house 

of Organizing Secretary of Uttara BNP, Kafil Uddin and arrested hid elder brother and 

son in law from his house, while vandalizing the whole house and harassing other family 

members.65 

 Police and authority has taken radical steps to stop people from attending the mass 

gathering organized by BNP. Police have issued a warning against admitting any guests 

at the local hotels, to shut down all restaurants near the area of the gathering, to stop 

the supply of mineral water to the area and many other orders. The ministers are 

personally overlooking the process of stopping all vehicles from getting on the road. 

Police have already stopped all busses and vehicles from entering Dhaka through road 

or naval ways.BNP has alleged that 1800 of their activists have been arrested on a single 

day for trying to participate in the meeting.66 

 Dhaka has become a forbidden city to its inhabitants. As the 12th march mass gathering 

closes in, the grip of the law enforcing agencies increases day by day. All forms of 

transportation in and out of the city have been cut off, the public transport system has 

been put on a halt, all restaurants have been closed so that the visiting BNP activists 

cannot use them. The govt. has taken up a dual policy when a day before the BNP 

meeting, a human chain programme organized by Awami League was held without any 

hindrance. 67 

 Police have arrested 8 leaders of Bangladesh Islami Chhatrashibir from a restaurant at 

Chittagong. The leaders were holding a press conference in support of the general strike 

called at the University of Chittagong by Islami Chhatrashibir. The arrested are central 

Student Welfare Secretary Delwar Hossain, President of Chittagong University 

Chhatrashibir Badiul Alam and others. The strike has been called to condemn the killing 

of 2 activists of Islami Chhatrashibir at the University of Chittagong.68 

 A BNP leader, allegedly abducted by DB Police, has been missing for 16 months. The 

leader, Humayun Khan was picked up at Dhaka by disguised Police officers. After that, 

no news of him or his where about has been revealed to his family. The family of the 

abducted Humayun has contacted with the police on numerous occasions but no avail. 
69 
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 Advisor to the Chairperson of BNP and President of Supreme Court Lawyers Association 

Adv. Khandaker Mahbub Hossain has alleged that the shooting down and killing of 2 

BNP activists at the hands of police at Lakhipur is a violent act of aggression by police. 

He stated that rather than taking action against the accused, police are now harassing 

the BNP activists by filing false cases against them.70 

 Police have submitted formal charges against Ex home minister Lutfuzzaman Babor, Ali 

Ahsan Md. Mijahid and 30 others. The former ministers were not included in the first 

charge sheet, but were included in the 21st of August bombing of Awami League 

president and Prime minister Sheikh Hasina.71 

 44 students have been rusticated from Jamea Mohammadia Arabia Madrasha at Mirpur, 

Dhaka. The incident took place when the students refrained from attending a human 

chain programme organized by the ruling Mohajot. The students alleged that the 

Principal of the Madrasha had taken a check of 2 lac taka to ensure that his students 

would attend the human chain programme.72 

 Human rights organization ODHIKR has stated that police at Lalbag thana has tortured 5, 

including 3 children. The victims were tortured even after the court had ruled for their 

release. ODHIKAR has demanded the alleged police to be brought to justice.73 

 The President of Bangladesh has pardoned the sentence of a well known terrorist, Syed 

Anwarul Azim Babor. Babor, well known accomplice of A H M Biplob, the son of 

Godfather Abu Taher of Lakhipur, was sentenced to life imprisonment on 2 cases. Babor 

is the ex-secretary of Bangladesh Chhatraleague, Lakhipur branch.74  

 A college student has been abducted from Police custody at Dhaka. The student was 

rescued and kept at police protection. On the day of court, the student was abducted 

again from court premises, alleged the family of the victim.75  

 Awami League leader Haji Selim has been freed from charges after the govt. decided not 

to run the case against him. Selim was earlier accused of attacking the police at Lalbag.76 

 A Dhaka court cancelled bail of former BNP lawmaker Mujibur Rahman Monju 
(Kishoreganj-6) and issued an arrest warrant against him in a cheque bounce case. Judge 
Al Asad Mohammad Asifuzzaman of the Special Tribunal-11 passed the order as the BNP 
leader was absent from the court without taking any step for his non-appearance. 77 
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Democratic Climate & HR Situation 
 

 The acting Secretary General of Bangladesh Jamaat e Islami is arrested again. He was in 

bail and there was a High Court ruling to not to arrest him. But he was arrested from the 

central Jail gate by the detective branch of the police who were in civilian uniform.78 

 After 38 days CU has reopened. CU was shut down after 2 Islami Chhatrashibir activists 

were killed. In the first day police has arrested 6 activists of Shibir.79 

 Police arrested 24 activists of Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shibir in Chittagong, for 
vandalizing vehicles during a half-day hartal called by the student body on February 9. 
Of them, 14 activists were arrested in areas under Panchlaish and Bayezid police 
stations while 10 others in areas under three police stations of Double Mooring zone.80 

 A considerable number of employees of Bangladesh Secretariat, state-owned banks and 
other government offices joined the Awami League rally, thereby violating their service 
rules. With four banners highlighting different employees' organizations, staff of the 
secretariat gathered in front of the High Court Division and joined the rally in 
processions. Likewise, employees of different state-owned banks and other government 
offices showed up at the rally venue with their own banners.81 

 Various organizations have condemned the act of the principal of Rajuk Uttara Model 

College of not allowing a female student to wear the Burka or traditional Islamic veil at 

the college premises. Islami Andolon, Khelafat Majlish, Nejam E Islami and various other 

religious organizations protested the decision and demanded investigation into the 

matter as it is a  part of the rights of a person to wear the Burka.82  

 The Zeneva Human Rights Council has issued a letter probing to the govt. about the 

arrest and cases filed against Mahmudur Rahman, Editor of Amar Desh, a leading daily 

of Bangladesh. The council also asked about the remand conditions that the journalist 

was put under during his arrest from the newspaper office in 2010.83 

 Human rights organization, ODHIKAR has expressed its deep concern over the 

President’s decision to pardon a murderer who was sentenced to death at Lakhipur. 

Biplob, the son of local Awami League leader Abu Taher was pardoned from death 

sentences on 2 separate cases and on another case, his life sentence was reduced to 10 

years by the President. ODHIKR report expressed that people will lose confidence over 

the judiciary system if this trend continued. The report also expressed deep concern 
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over the abduction of 2 leaders of Bangladesh Islami Chhatrashibir at the Islamic 

University of Kushtia. The report also described the human rights condition of 

Bangladesh in respect of the increase in cross fires.84 

 The wife of arrested Ex-Ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami, Prof. Golam Azam has 

stated that her husband was not being treated well at the prison cell. The reading 

materials that the family had supplied to him were not delivered to him. The relatives of 

Golam Azam were not being allowed to meet him also. She condemned the behavior of 

the prison authority.85 

 Jamaat E Islami leader and ex-MP, Shahjahan Chowdhury has been shown arrested on a 

new case after he had received bail on 6 other cases. Police have said that they are 

going to show him arrested on another case very soon.86  

 The court has granted 1 day of remand to the 12 arrested activists of Bangladesh Islami 

Chhatrashibir at the University of Chittagong. Secretary of the organizations’s University 

branch, Imrul hasan and 12 others were arrested after 2 activists of Islami Chhatrashibir 

were murdered by Chhatraleague at the campus.87  

 The lawyers of Salahuddin Qader Chowdhury MP have argued that the cases filed 

against him during 1972 were not yet investigated and so the new case cannot be 

continued until the previous cases were finished. They stated that two cases cannot be 

filed for the same incident against a same person.88 

 Police have filed a case against 97 BNP activists including the convener of Savar thana 

BNP. The case was filed after a police vehicle was vandalized. 10 people have already 

been arrested on the same charges.89  

 Police have arrested 20 activists of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami and Bangladesh Islami 

Chhatrashibir from different Upazillas of Pabna. Police made the arrests prior to the 

mass gathering at Dhaka called by BNP.90 

 The wife of detained Ex-Ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami, Prof. Golam Azam has 

stated that the prison authorities were not letting the family members of the arrested to 

meet with him. The authority was always showing lame causes to inhibit them from 

visiting him. She also stated that, Prof. Golam Azam was aged over 90 years and it was a 

matter of human rights that he be allowed to meet his family members once a week.91 
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 BTRC has issued a notice stating that the TV channel Ekushey TV does not have proper 

licensing documents and that their telecast is illegal. BTRC chief, Retd. Major General Zia 

Ahmed has stated that the channel does not have radio equipment license.92 

 Chief lawyer of the arrested detainees of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami at the war crimes 

tribunal, Barrister Abdur Razzaq has expressed his concern over the role that the 

tribunal is playing during the proceedings. He exclaimed his concern after the tribunal 

guided the prosecution team to different points of investigation. He stated that the 

court cannot lead the prosecution with guidance. He expressed concern over whether 

they would receive justice at the court with such biased behavior.93   

 Jamaat-e-Islami acting general secretary ATM Azharul Islam and its six activists were 
shown arrested in eight cases filed in connection with assault on police and placed on 
remand in two of the cases. The cases were filed with Ramna, Paltan and Motijheel 
police stations on different dates in 2010 and 2011 in connection with torching and 
vandalising vehicles, assault on policemen and preventing them from discharging their 
duties. Azhar and the other six accused were arrested on September 19 last year and 
had been charged in five other cases filed with Ramna and Paltan police stations. 
However, the High Court granted them bail in all the cases. Deputy Commissioner 
Monirul Islam of the Detective Branch of Police said that they arrested Azhar again as he 
walked out of Dhaka Central Jail on High-Court bail and that they had not disclosed the 
arrest that day.94 

 Ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami, Moqbul Ahmed has condemned the arrest of 

Asst. Secretary of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami, A T M Azharul Islam from the jail gate. 

The Ameer also condemned the ill treatment of the arrested Jamaat leaders inside the 

jail. He said that these were acts against human rights and the democratic process of 

the country.95 

 Lawyer of arrested Nayeb E Ameer of Bangladeh Jamaat E Islami, maulana Delwar 

Hossain Saidy, has stated that the application for granting the interviews of 46 

witnesses as their official confession cannot be granted. He argued that some of the 

witnesses are well known people residing in the society. He questioned why these 

prominent personalities could not be brought to the court and why they could not 

testify. He expressed concern over the application, if being granted, would impede 

justice.96 
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 Police have attacked a procession brought out by Khelafat Andolon, a religious 

organization a t Baitul Mukarram mosque. The procession was brought out in protest 

of the recent bans on religious dresses all over the country.97 

 A case has been filed at the International Criminal Court at Hague, Netherland against 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hsaina, Home minister Sahara Khatun, Inspector General of 

Police, H M Khandaker and Director of RB, Mukhlesur Rahman. The charges stated are 

murder, abduction, violation of Human rights and others. 5 Bangladeshis living in 

England filed the case on the basis of the reports of various Human Rights 

organizations. 98 

 MP and member of Permanent Committee of BNP, Salahuddin Qader Chowdhury has 

stated that he has eaten properly in 1 month at his current jail. He and his lawyers also 

made arguments concerning his arrest and detention by the war crimes tribunal.99 

 President of Gonoforum, Dr. Kamal Hossain has stated that free and fair elections were 

not possible under any govt. but caretaker govt. He also said that the election 

commission has to be strict in its principles if free elections are to be held.100 

 Police arrested two activists of Islami Chhatra Shibir from a students' mess at Baluchar 

village in Chatmohar upazila. The arrestees are Robiul Islam, 25, president of Shibir 

Chatmohar upazila unit, and Delwar Hossain. Md Habibul Islam, officer in-charge of 

Chatmohar Police Station, said the law enforcers arrested the duo while they were 

distributing leaflets containing anti-government statement at the mess.101 

 Twenty-three eminent citizens expressed concern over the High Court rule on Prof Asif 
Nazrul for his comments on politics at a talk show hosted by a private television channel 
on March 12. In a statement, they said Asif Nazrul, a law professor of Dhaka University, 
had been writing for newspapers and journals on legal and political issues for many 
years.102 

 Tension arose in Faridpur among people and BNP activists after the posters, banners 

and festoons for 12th March long march was torn and destroyed in the dead of the night. 

District BNP leader said that ruling party men started destroying the publicity 

instruments of BNP at midnight. Another Chhatra Dal leader said that this incident 

unmasked ruling party’s Fascist face103.  

 Missing BNP ward commissioner of Dhaka ward no. 56 could not be recovered after 20 

months of his abduction. He was taken by said undercover DB policemen and no trace 
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of him was found in these 20 months. His family was harassed while they were 

demanding investigation for his involuntary disappearance104. 

 Justice Shamsuddin Chowdhury demanded a Madrasa teacher to be sent to Pakistan for 

his allegations of breaking down a Shaheed Minar in a Madrasa. A national daily 

published news featuring the breaking of shaheed minar and accusing a Madrasa 

teacher of it. The defense attorney said that that thousands of temporary shaheed 

minars are set up during 21st February and they are removed later. Moreover, local 

police said they do not know if that madrasa teacher were involved105. 

 Students of Islamic University had been demonstrating and going on strike for recovery 

of two abducted students by said RAB members. They locked down to faculty buildings 

but the VC or Pro-VC did not attempt to manage the situation. The demonstrating 

students said that University administration was ‘mysteriously silent’ on the issue106. 

 Police arrested 15 Jamat-shibir activists and an Emir of Jamat in Pabna with a view to 

sabotage the 12th March Long March organized by BNP and 4-party alliance. Police also 

arrested 5 Juba Dal men in Sathia107. 

 In Narail, code 144 was imposed by local authority to bar the 12th March Long March. 

After the imposition of the code, a BNP leader and former minister, Begum Syeda Razia 

Faiz called a press briefing and said that the conspiracy of ruling party to bring down 

BNP will not be successful108. 

 Advisor to BNP Chairperson, Mr. Inam Chowdhury said on a speech in Nilfamari that 

BNP would never participate in any election in absence and authority of a care-taker 

government. He also criticized government’s not taking any effective action to bring 

down the death tolls at border109. 

 Police arrested a Jamat leader in Godagari. Police raided his house past midnight and 

arrested him and sent him to court on code 151. He would be facing charges for 

participation in 12th March Long March. He was also a madrasa teacher. The head admin 

of the madrasa said the arrested teacher was a very decent gentleman110. 

 Professor Ghulam Azam, the former Jamaat Chief who is currently in prison in charge of 

the so-called crimes against humanity, is unable to take any food cooked in the hospital. 

His family members alleged that he was losing body weight day by day and they were 
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not allowed to provide him nutritious fruit. On the other hand, Prof. Azam’s nephew 

was not allowed to meet him despite having permission from the Court.111 

 Many of the witnesses want to refrain from false testifying against Maolana Sayeedee. 

Some of these witnesses confessed that they knew nothing about the case. As a result 

many of them are not appearing before the Court. Some of them are avoiding the 

concerned investigation officer showing excuses.112 

 The International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) expressed angry reactions as the prosecution 

failed to produce a single witness before the court against Maolana Sayeedee within the 

last 15 days. The Tribunal warned the prosecution that it would provide ‘necessary 

order’ if no witness is produced by March 18 next.113   

 Abed Khan, the former editor of the Daily Samokal, testified against Maolana Sayeedee. 

However, he confessed that the news against Maolana Sayeedee in his newspaper was 

not verified before publishing. He also confessed that the Press Council warned him to 

refrain from publishing fabricated news against the Daily Prothom-Alo.114  

 The Prosecution again failed to produce any witness against Maolana Sayeedee. As a 

resulted they pleaded to the Tribunal to allow the investigation officers to testify. 

However, the defense raised objection that according to the law such officers would be 

the last to testify.115 

 Prosecution again failed to produce any witness against Maolana Sayeedee. The 

Tribunal provided the prosecution a final opportunity to produce witnesses on March 18 

next.116 

 The investigation team went to Pirojpur for the fourth time to gather witnesses against 

Maolana Sayeedee. Many of the witnesses allegedly don’t know that they have been 

made witness. It has been alleged that appropriate legal procedures are not being 

followed in this regard.117 

 The prosecution again failed to produce any witness against Maolana Sayeedee even on 

the last day determined by the Tribunal. In stead, the prosecution produced the 

investigation officers as witness. The defense objected in this regard. The issue will be 

settled on March 20. 118 

 The prosecution is embarrassed about failing to produce any witness against Maolana 

Sayeedee before the Tribunal. The Tribunal provided the prosecution a final opportunity 
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to produce witnesses on March 18 next. The Tribunal warned the prosecution that it 

would provide ‘necessary order’ if no witness is produced by March 18 next.119 

 Law Minister says that the Tribunal can accept an absent witness’s statement to a 

magistrate or police. The trial of crimes against humanity will continue on the basis of 

these statements if the witnesses can’t appear at the Tribunal.120 

 The International Crimes Tribunal, formed to try the crimes against humanity committed 

during the Liberation War of 1971, has warned the media to maintain caution before 

publishing tribunal related news. The warning was given in the context of a defamation 

case against the Daily Janokantho filed by the defense of Maolana Sayeedee.121 

 Toby Cadman, the legal expert in the war crimes tribunal of Bosnia-Herzegovina, said in 

New York that the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) of Bangladesh is neither 

international nor national as it violates both kinds of legal standard. War crimes trial can 

be dubbed political as all the accused are from the opposition party.122 

 The ICT again expressed its dissatisfaction regarding the investigation of the crimes 

against humanity committed during the liberation war. The tribunal expressed its 

objection during the hearing of Maolana Motiur Rahman Nizamee’s case and 

interrogated the prosecution.123  

 Asif Nazrul, a professor of law at the University of Dhaka, has been called by the High 

Court to attend the hearing of a writ filed against him by the State. The writ claims that 

Mr. Asif committed sedition as he pointed to the rise of a third power while responding 

a question at a talk show hosted by the private TV channel Boishakhi.124  

 Justice Nizamul Hoque Naeem, the Chairman of the ICT, opined during the hearing of 

Qader Mollah that the prosecution had prepared the accusations at home instead of 

going to the crime spot. The prosecutor failed to present any document in favour of his 

accusations.125 

 Police barred a BNP rally at Narayanganj city. The local BNP activists were preparing to 

bring out the rally protesting the fabricated charge sheet filed against the party Vice-

Chairman Tarique Rahman.126 

 Tow policemen have been promoted as a reward to their beating of Jainal Abedin Faruk, 

the opposition Chief Whip in the Parliament, during a strike. They severely beat and 
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injured him in front of the Parliament House. They are notorious for indiscipline from 

the beginning of their service.127  

 Following foreign media reports that former ISI chief Asad Durrani has told a Pakistan 

court of the Pak intelligence agency paying Khaleda Zia Rs 50 million, the BNP yesterday 

claimed to have a copy of Durrani's statement, which does not contain Khaleda's 

name.128 

 Twenty-three eminent citizens yesterday expressed concern over the High Court rule on 
Prof Asif Nazrul for his comments on politics at a talk show hosted by a private television 
channel on March 12.In a statement, they said Asif Nazrul, a law professor of Dhaka 
University, had been writing for newspapers and journals on legal and political issues for 
many years.129 

 At least seven Shibir activists were picked up by police after Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS) 
brought out processions on the Chittagong University (CU) campus yesterday amid strict 
restrictions by the university authorities on holding any procession or rally on the 
campus. Eyewitnesses said activists brought out two separate processions on the 
campus in support of the indefinite student strike called by the CU unit of ICS on 
Saturday.130 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina claimed that Ziaur Rahman, the founder of opposition 
party BNP, was born in India, studied in Pakistan and became a freedom fighter by 
chance. His wife and the present BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia was also born in 
India. As a result, they cannot be true patriots.131 

 Police barred a rally brought by faction of journalists of the Sitakunda Press Club in 
Chittagong. The rally was arranged in protest of an assault on the journalist by another 
faction of journalists. The Club secretary claimed that some of the journalists had 
received injury from the police.132 

 Police has arrested 4 leaders of BNP and its affiliated organizations in Savar. They were 
arrested without any charge while returning from a preparatory meeting on celebrating 
the Independence Day.133 

 17 families of Gangni in the district of Meherpur are unable to return their home in fear 
of persecution and harassment. They are all BNP supporters. They had to leave their 
home to avoid vandalism and violence that broke out in the aftermath of 2 murders by 
the miscreants.134 
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 The Sitakunda Press Club president demanded the trial of terrorist assault on 5 
journalists. He also demanded the withdrawal of fabricated case against 9 journalists.135 

 Police and the cadres of ruling Awamee League barred the Dhaka-bound vehicles while 
entering Dhaka city to join the grand mass gathering called by the opposition party BNP. 
In some place they vandalized and set fire to the vehicles and beat the passengers.136 

 Mass people faced untold miseries as police and the cadres of the ruling Awamee 
League barred virtually every Dhaka-bound vehicle to prevent people from joining the 
grand mass gathering called by the main opposition party BNP. The angry mob opined 
that instead of the political parties the police force itself was observing strike for the 
first time.137 

 The Dhaka Metropolitan Police finally permitted the main opposition party BNP to 
arrange its predetermined mass gathering but with 11 tough conditions. The conditions 
are apparently aimed at foil the purpose of the gathering.138 

 The Asian Human Rights Commission alleged that the Government had deployed all the 
state forces including police, Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) and the intelligence to foil the 
grand mass gathering convened by the opposition party BNP. Thousands of innocent 
people have been arrested without any charge. Bangladesh now has become a police 
state.139 

 Police arrested another 34 activists of the four party alliance led by BNP. Thus police 
arrested about 150 people in the last 24 hours. A local BNP leader alleged that the 
arrests were part of the plan to foil the grand mass gathering convened by BNP in the 
capital Dhaka.140  

 The government is allegedly ignoring the High Court rule against mass arrest and has 
deployed police force to indiscriminately arrest opposition party activists to foil the 
forthcoming grand mass gathering. In the last week, about 8000 people were arrested 
without charges.141 

 Police has allegedly arrested 30 BNP activists in the district of Magura. The local BNP 
president claimed that the arrests were aimed at foiling the grand mass gathering 
convened by BNP in the capital Dhaka.142 

 Syedpur Lions School authority has banned Borka and Hizab within the school 
compound. The authority argued that Borka and Hizab were not compatible with the 
school’s dress code. As a result, many female students and teachers are facing 
harassment regarding their dress.143 
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 Police is raiding BNP activists’ houses throughout the country to prevent them from 
joining the mass gathering in the capital Dhaka. However, BNP activists from different 
parts of the country are coming to Dhaka despite police harassment, ruling party cadres’ 
assaults, scarcity of vehicles and other obstacles.144  

 Police picked up 4 BNP activists from a rally at Saltha in the district of Faridpur. The rally 
was brought out after a predetermined meeting at the local BNP office on the occasion 
of mass gathering in Dhaka.145 

 The Gulf News, a Dubai-based daily, at its editorial commented that the law and order 
situation of Bangladesh reached a terrifying point where every citizen felt insecure. The 
editorial raised question about the efficiency of the Bangladesh law enforcing agencies 
after the killing of a Saudi diplomat on the last Monday and a journalist couple last 
month.146   

 Police foiled BNP meeting in Hathazari in the district of Chittagong to prevent clash 
between two rival groups of the local BNP. The groups convened separate meetings on 
the same spot on the occasion of mass gathering in Dhaka.147 

 BNP banners, gates and festoons are being removed by unknown parties from the 
highway in the dark of night. BNP affiliated organizations placed these banners, gates 
and festoons on the occasion of the Independence Day. However, banners, gates and 
festoons placed by the ruling Awamee League are completely intact.148 

 Police has searched the central of office of Jamaat-e-Islami in the capital and picked up 3 
men on the road outside the office. Local people were terrified in the presence of a 
large number of police members.149 

 Police foiled a workers’ meeting of BNP in the capital. The meeting was convened as a 
part of preparation for the forthcoming grand mass gathering convened by BNP in the 
capital.150 

 Police arrested two activists of Islami Chhatra Shibir from a students' mess at Baluchar 
village in Chatmohar upazila on Monday night. Police said that the law enforcers 
arrested the duo while they were distributing leaflets containing anti-government 
statement at the mess.151  

 The hearing on charges against Kamaruzzaman, the assistant secretary general of 
Jamaat-e-Islami, has been refixed on March 18.  The Tribunal refixed the date as the 
defense could not finish studying the 5000 pages of charges against Kamaruzzaman.152 
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 Jamaat protested the politically motivated arrest of its 18 activists from different areas 
in the capital. The City Jamaat leaders alleged that they were arrested to prevent people 
from joining the forthcoming grand mass gathering in the city.153  

 Police arrested 3 Jamaat men with posters and leaflets of Dhaka Cholo program (mass 
gathering in the capital) in the district of Satkhira. Police dubbed these posters and 
leaflets as sedition. One of the arrestees is the brother of press owner who printed 
those materials.154 

 Jamaat leader Hamidur Rahman Azad MP, recently released from prison, said that the 
present government was torturing the Jamaat leaders and activists according to the plan 
to destroy Jamaat. 155 

 Police arrested 8 Jamaat activists including the principal of a religion school from Poba 
and Charghat areas in the district of Rajshahi. They were holding a meeting on 
preparation for the Dhaka Cholo program.156  

 Professor Tasnim Alam, the central secretary of publicity and 5 other Jamaat men were 
arrested again at jail gate while coming out on bail from the High Court. They were again 
sent to jail on charge of new cases.157 

 After the end of written hearing against Maolana Motiur Rahman Nizamee, the Tribunal 
informed the prosecution that out of 15 accusations against him only 2 could be 
counted as charges and the rest could not be covered under the laws and rules. There 
was no specific charge that Maolana Nizamee personally committed a crime.   158  

 The government is arresting the opposition leaders-activists and stopping Dhaka-bound 
transportation to prevent the Dhaka Cholo program. In protest of these heinous 
activities of the government, the opposition parties have held meetings and gatherings 
across the country amidst obstacles created by police and ruling party cadres.159 

 The Government stopped the live telecast of BNP mass gathering and BNP Chairperson 
Khaleda Zia’s speech on TV channels through the cable operators. Three TV channels 
who were to telecast the program live became ‘no-signal’ from 3 PM-6 PM.160 

 The Minister of Social Welfare of the ruling Awamee League removed the flag from his 
car and took alternative route to reach the Secretariat House when he saw a mass rally 
of opposition party approaching towards him.161 

 Police arrested another 994 opposition men from the capital and 28 other districts in 
the last two days to prevent the BNP-led Dhaka Cholo Program. The opposition activists 
could not stay at their residences in fear of police raids. Altogether 2800 men have been 
arrested since Wednesday.162 
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 State Minister for Law Qamrul Islam yesterday asked the leaders and workers of his 
party Awami League to help law enforcers capture “unknown people” in the capital as, 
what he said, they might cause violence centering the opposition's March 12 rally. He 
claimed that different militant outfits were gathering in the city ahead of the BNP 
rally.163 

 Police arrested a man along with 12,000 provocative posters and leaflets in the city on 
Monday night. Those were being printed on behalf of Satkhira district unit of Jamaat. 
Following the incident, the printing press has been sealed, said Kamruzzaman, officer in-
charge of the police station.164 

 Train schedules across the country are miserably failing. Although the government has 
appointed a new Rail Minister, the condition has not improved. The Minister, however, 
claimed that train schedules were better than anytime in the past.165 

 The High Court yesterday summoned Asif Nazrul, a professor at Dhaka University, for 
making a “provocative statement” about the prospective next government. Asif Nazrul 
allegedly commented at a live talk show on Bangla Vision on March 12 that if the prime 
minister and the opposition leader were asked who would come to the power next, they 
would perhaps reply that a third power would.166 

 The detained eight Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS) activists were shown arrested on charge of 
vandalism and attack on police during the half-day strike in the port city of Chittagong 
on February 9 pressed by ICS, Chittagong University unit.167 

 The Government has deployed Border Guard of Bangladesh (BGB) members on the 
roads of the capital ahead of the Dhaka March 12 grand rally of BNP-led four-party 
alliance. They were seen to patrol the roads in the dark of night.168  

 Police arrested 6 BNP men from Savar near Dhaka. They were going to attend the Dhaka 
March 12 grand rally of BNP-led four-party alliance. Police also brought down hundreds 
of BNP posters and banners welcoming the Dhaka-bound delegates to the grand rally.169 

 UK Parliamentary Group chief Ann Main MP expressed grave apprehension about the 
current condition of democracy and human rights in Bangladesh. She informed a 
Bangladeshi delegation that UK was keeping a concerned eye on the conditions in 
Bangladesh.170 

 The government has stopped all long-range transportation services to Dhaka ahead of 
the Dhaka March 12 grand rally of BNP-led four-party alliance and thus apparently cut 
off the capital from the rest of the country. BNP alleged that police and ruling party 
cadres are barring people to enter Dhaka to join the grand rally.171 
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 The Dhaka Metropolitan Police informed the press that BNP had not got official 
permission for grand meeting yet. Police would grant the permission after considering 
all security related aspects of the meeting. Police claimed that there had been no mass 
arrest centering the grand meeting.172 

 The ruling Awamee League would not let BNP stay anywhere except the meeting place 
at Nayapaltan. The ruling party MPs and cadres have been assigned special duty to 
guard every locality in the capital so that no opposition rally can be brought out from 
those areas. AL’s high command has held several meetings to handle the issue.173  

 The civil administration has stopped all the transportation services to Dhaka in excuse of 
violence centering the Dhaka March 12 grand rally of BNP-led four-party alliance and 
thus apparently cut off the capital from the rest of the country. Besides, Police has 
requisitioned many vehicles in the name of public requirement.174 

 Police conducted mass arrest across the country and stopped transportation services to 
Dhaka to prevent today’s grand rally of BNP-led four-party alliance. As a result, 
opposition activists failed to reach Dhaka to join the program. Besides, the Dhaka-bound 
passengers suffered extreme troubles.175 

 The High Court summoned Asif Nazrul, a professor at Dhaka University, for making a 
“provocative statement” about the prospective next government. The professor was 
asked to appear in the HC on March 21. Asif Nazrul allegedly commented at a live talk 
show on Bangla Vision on March 12 that if the prime minister and the opposition leader 
were asked who would come to the power next, they would perhaps reply that a third 
power would.176 

 State Minister for Law Qamrul Islam asked the leaders and workers of his party Awami 
League to help law enforcers capture “unknown people” in the capital as, what he said, 
they might cause violence centering the opposition's March 12 rally. He claimed that 
different militant outfits were gathering in the city ahead of the BNP rally. The 
opposition was trying to occupy all the hotels and community centers in the capital 
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aiming to execute militant activities, he added.177 

 
 Police arrested a man along with 12,000 posters and leaflets in the city on Monday 

night. The arrestee is Md Shafiqullah, 35, proprietor of Eagle Offset Press at Shamsur 
Rahman Road under Khulna Sadar police station, said police. The posters and leaflets 
having photos of Jamaat leaders Nizami, Ghulam Azam and Sayedee were being printed 
at the printing press ahead of Dhaka March 12 grand rally of BNP-led four-party 
alliance.178 
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Assault on Freedom of Expression and Media 

 

 A journalist in Hatibandha upazila received death threat allegedly from a local Awami 
League leader following publication of a report on misuse of fund for road repairing 
work in a newspaper. Iliyas Bosuniya Pabon, correspondent of The Daily Destiny and 
local daily Juger Alo, filed a general diary (GD) with Hatibandha police station, said 
Sazzad Hossain, officer in-charge of the police station. 179 

 After featuring the news of Nasirnagar Krishi Bank manager and a junior officer’s 

extortion in Krishi Bank, Nasirnagar, reporters were threatened by the alleged people. 

The reporters said to receive death threats from the junior officer. Earlier a person filed 

a case with extortion charges at local Dudok office180. 

 In Jhalakathi, code 144 was imposed by local authority to bar the 12th March Long 

March under the banner “cholo cholo Dhaka cholo”. After imposition of the code, 

prescheduled activist gathering did not take place and so did not the opening of a new 

BNP office. Later another protest and human-chain was organized181. 

 BTRC gave a notice to Ekushey TV on their illegal use of spectrum and unlicensed radio 

equipment. The authority said they would take decision on if the TV channel should 

continue its broadcast. The TV channel said that they had the license up to date and 

such a notice had come as surprise and been regarded as a shadow threat on its 

broadcast182. 

 Wife of detained Jamat leader Dr. Ghulam Azam said to press that police did not let his 

family see him for three weeks. She also complained about the bad condition which her 

husband was put in. Dr. Azam’s son was forbidden by cops to talk to reporters about his 

father’s health issues, she added183. 

 In Shirajganj, at the shore of river Jamuna, a daily Sun reporter and a Jai Jai Din reporter 

were beaten up by local cons. They were collecting information from people on the 

illegal sand extraction at a dredging plant184. 

 MP of Pirojpur – 1 filed cases against two journalists. He said that those journalists 

published news on him that berated him. The magistrate handed over the case to ASP of 

police for investigation185.   
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 In Banaripara, an Amar Desh journalist was beaten up by a BCL cadre. Press club leaders 

were at a program arranged by local transportation workers’ union where it happened. 

The BCL cadre also desecrated cremation of a man named Subir Nandi claiming his 

properties186. 

 In Lalmonirhat, at a huge gathering, BNP chairperson said that murdered journalist 

couple Sagar and Runi was murdered because they had information on top ruling party 

leaders’ corruption. She also said that many days had passed after the murder but 

authority failed to arrest the criminals. During this Awami regime 12000 activists and 15 

journalists were murdered, she added187. 

 A news report featured the progress in the murder case of journalist couple Sagar and 

Runi. The report said that a new story of robbery was being framed to cover up the real 

story behind the murder. It said that detective branch could not provide any news on 

progress in investigation but they were arresting and detaining suspects one after 

another. It also said that considerable amount of clues was destroyed associated with 

the investigation188. 

 Executive Director of International Press Institute expressed concern at no progress and 

insufficient efforts to investigate the murder case of journalist couple. She said that 15 

journalists were murdered in Bangladesh and no criminals were punished during this 

term of Awami league189.  

 At a regional passport office in Kushtia, two journalists were beaten up by staffs. The 

two journalists went to collect information on the corruption of the staffs. They were 

sworn at while they asked the director questions. After a while staffs started beating 

them and their expensive digital camera was broken190. 

 People of Pirojpur were said to be suffering extortion, torture of MP Awal of Pirojpur – 1 

and his men. An assembly of senior Awami leaders agreed to take action against this 

MP. Moreover, he threatened the journalists saying he would slaughter anyone who 

would spoke against him and kick him out of Pirojpur191. 18 journalists filed GD at local 

police station after receiving death threats from the MP seeking security to save their 

lives192. 

 A chairman named Ratan in Bhola bit up journalists, broke their cameras and snatched 

away their mobile phones. The chairman claimed that it was his territory and why the 

entered his territory without his permission. A news report shows a picture of the 
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chairman’s snatching a journalist’s mobile phone. The journalists went there to report 

on the chairman’s forcibly cutting down another person’s trees193. 

 At a journalist convention, press leaders said that government must not make media 

people face courts to control press. The convention took place in press club premises to 

protest murder of journalist couple and torture on other journalists throughout the 

country194. 

 Bangladesh high commission at New Delhi could not accommodate an interpreter for 

visiting Bangladesh Home Minister Sahara Khatun. Ms. Khatun was embarrassed during 

a question-answer session with Indian journalists195. 

 An office of a business organization owned by a journalist was damaged by BCL cadres. 

The journalist’s brother was physically injured. Previously, the journalist reported on 

BCL men’s extortion and harassing college-going girls196. 
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Loot and Corruption 

 

 In Maheshpur, an Awami leader allegedly occupied more than 200 acres of a swamp. 

Locals said it was told that he took the swamp area on lease. But that swamp is an open-

access public property. Fishermen were chased away by that leader’s men when they 

attempted fishing in the swamp197. 

 In Shiddhirganj, a police officer held a young man at police station and tortured him 

inhumanly after making him naked. The victim refused to pay him bribe. Local people 

gathered at the police station premises to free the man, and he was freed after 13 

hours198. 

 In Manikganj, at the bank of river Dhaleshwari, Juba League leaders’ men had been 

extracting sands from river illegally. This extraction had been damaging the cultivation in 

near fields. Locals said that the extraction was not permitted by authority but went on 

after the UP chairman received bribe199. 

 In Barisal, an Awami leader occupied a fish dock owned by a BNP leader. The Awami 

leader purported that he owned the fish dock. The victim BNP member said that he 

owned the land where the dock was built and some of the land was public property200. 

 A BCL leader was illegally appointed as a lecturer of mathematics department in 

Jagannath University. After this incident, faculties of the university went on strike. In 

previous news reports, it came to light that several BCL men were pressing on VC to get 

appointment for the placement of lecturer201. 

 In Agaichhara, Barisal, an incident of snatching tender box took place in presence of 

police. During the snatching Upazilla Parishad Vice-chairman was injured and so were 

several others. The snatching was led by BCL men202.  

 Police arrested an extortionist Juba League man taking money from automobiles. He 

took an amount of taka 1 lac and 10 thousand from an automobile businessman.  The 

local mayor had police capture the extortionist203. 

 Awami cadres shared two contracts of road & transportation and medical college within 

themselves. The work orders amounted total taka 14 crore. Only Awami contractors 

were able to buy the schedules204.  
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 Allegations are found against secretary of Sheikh Russell Shishu Krira Chakro, an 

organization of Awami League, Mujibur Rahman Hawlader. The alleged Awami leader 

took over a private landed property from a person with false deed. Hawlader had filed 

cases against him. The victim owner asked for help from journalists to unmask that 

fraud205. 

 In Daulatpur, BCL men snatched away meat supplied for an orphanage. The BCL men 

attacked the director of the orphanage, bit him, broke his motorcycle and snatched 

away the carton containing meat. The injured man was admitted to hospital. Police 

could not recover the carton of meat206. 

 Twelve Awami leaders were accused of trying to occupy a house with falsified 

documents of inheritance which belonged to a Hindu family. They threatened the 

family. The present owners said that they were born in that house and for a few years 

those Awami leaders had been trying to occupy the house207.  

 Cases were filed against 7 Shechchhwashebok League leaders with extortion charges. 

The leaders demanded taka 5 lac from a family. After refusing to give the money, the 

leaders and their men attacked the family’s homestead and looted their stuffs208. 

 In Delduar, BCL men surrounded a police station for an hour and threatened policemen. 

They swore at the policemen. Police said to press that they were trying to arrest an 

Awami leader who bit up a school teacher209. 

 In Munshiganj, 3 Awami and 57 BNP leaders were accused of damaging the 

environment of the locality. Previously a canal was occupied by local influential people. 

Now an Awami leader had been having the canal dug again210. 

 In Borhanuddin, Bhola, an Awami leader allegedly occupied a brick field. The brick field 

was under a case between two local people on ownership. The locals accused that the 

Awami leader was illegally producing bricks in that brickfield211. 

 In Daulatpur, Manikganj, BCL snatched away contract of construction in 6 school of taka 

2 crore. The BCL leaders shared the money between them where each got a slice of taka 

12 lac. The BCL men threatened contractors who went to submit tender212. 

 Criminals stole DGI’s car with guns. It took place in Mohammadpur, Dhaka. The DGI had 

no body guard on the car. The criminals blocked the car, made everyone get down and 

drove away with the car213.  
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 At national parliament an unscheduled discussion took place among MPs. The 

discussion was on present electricity supply shortage and many other issues. MPs 

demanded explanations from ministers according to code 300214. 

 In Daulatpur, Awami leaders split money from a cattle market that amounted over one 

crore. The Awami leaders controlled bidding for lease and the market was underbid. 

Government lost an amount of taka 24 of revenue215. 

 Sand extraction by an Awami leader left 5 bridges in risk of breaking down. The Awami 

leader’s employees were seen extracting sand from the river and selling it. This 

extraction caused 5 bridges to have cracks on them216. 

 Former Awami MP filed a general diary at police station in Cox’s bazaar against a local 

Awami MP named Nazrul aka Kala Nazrul. Nazrul was accused of extortion of taka 1 

crore, looting, torturing people and illegal occupancy217. 

 21 MPs have unpaid telephone bills amounting taka 38 lac. This information was 

exposed after MP of Naogaon-2 placed question about it to Telecommunication minister 

of state. The minister of state read out a document full of names of MPs and their 

respective unpaid telephone bills218. 

 An Awami leader allegedly involved in illegal leasing of khash lands in Maheshpur, 

Jhenaidah. The Awami leader leased the open area to people to build shops. 

Government lost revenue of taka 9000 per shop219. 

 In Gobindaganj, a Juba League leader and two others were arrested after allegedly 

attacking RAB members. A case was filed against them by police. The arrested men 

came by a motorcycle and they broke the RAB car and stole a company commander’s 

pistol and mobile phone220. 

 5 thousand and 500 crore taka was subtracted from annual development budget. The 

budget was shrunk owing to lack of foreign funds for development sectors. In recent 

years, government has sanctioned many costly but non-benefitting projects. Moreover, 

the ADB fund was shrunk due to corruption and looting221. 
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